Alcohol can inhibit effect of IL-4 on activated murine B cells.
Ethanol addition to B lymphocytes in vitro inhibits antigen-induced antibody secretion and antigen-induced cell proliferation. We tested the hypothesis that ethanol can inhibit the effect of interleukins on B-cell proliferation by adding ethanol to in vitro functional assays for IL-2 and IL-4. Ethanol does not inhibit IL-2-induced B-cell differentiation, but it does inhibit IL-4-induced B-cell proliferation and IL-4-induced Ig class switching.